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Abstract 

This work examines the relationship between the use of toys and the 
development of language in Early Childhood Care Education (ECCE) children 
for national integration. The study was carried out in Calabar metropolis. The 
objective of the study is to determine the relationship between toy usage by 
children and the development of reading and writing skills. Two hypotheses 
were formulated to guide the study, the study adopted a descriptive survey 
design. The population of the study was 3,820 pupils and the sample size was 
733. Two instruments were used to gather data. Data was analyzed with 
Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) and the result shows that there 
exists a significant relationship between toys and the development of reading 
and writing skills in ECCE children. It was recommended among others that 
ECCE centres should be provided with toys.   

 
 
Background of the Study 
 Education is a process of impacting knowledge, skills, values and attitudes into 
people. It aims at making the younger generation to become useful members of the 
society. The Early Childhood Care Education (ECCE) or pre-school is the first formal 
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school system where young children are introduced into formal education. The pre-
schools or early childhood education centers have specific objectives which are 
completely different from those of the primary and secondary schools. The smooth 
transition from home to the school, inculcation of good health habits, teaching of the 
rudiments of numbers, inculcate in the child the spirit of enquiry and creativity through 
the exploration of nature, environment, art, music and the use of toys amongst others are 
the objectives of pre-schools (FGN, 2004).  
 Toys are the major instructional facilities used in the actualization of the 
objectives of pre-school education or early childhood education. Toys are three 
dimensional objects used by caregivers for the development of a child (Comb, 2000). 
Toys are of different types and forms and are specifically made for a particular set of 
children based on their age (Comb, 2000). The federal government of Nigeria in its 
national policy on education (NPE, 2004), laid emphasis on the use of toys in the 
cognitive, social, and physical development of a pre-school child. Wales (2004) asserts 
that the use of toys in the pre-school or early childhood centers would make pupils 
discover facts that will remain firmly in their memories for a longer time. Toys would 
make lessons more physical and practical. It will remove abstract from the early classes 
of learners since their mental age will not comprehend abstract ideas. Sovaury (2003) 
asserts that a well planned and imaginative use of toys in the lessons should be 
encouraged in the pre-school level so that teaching would be free from abstract thinking. 
Toys make a lesson more interesting and child centered. The production of toys from 
local materials found in the school and community environment reduces cost and makes 
lesson more familiar and interesting to both the learner and the instructor. It makes the 
lesson participatory and customized.  
 Toys used as instructional material makes children to stay on their desk and 
remain motivated for a longer period (Denga, 2003). Toys posses some inherent 
advantage that make them unique and useful in the importation of knowledge and skills 
in Early Childhood Education  (ECE). Toys provide the teacher with an interesting and 
competing platform for impacting information.  
 The Federal Government of Nigeria in her National Policy on Education (NPE, 
2004) specified that the objectives of early childhood care education (ECCE) should be 
achieved in class through the use of mother tongue (language). Language is culture; it is 
a very strong unifying factor that can enhance national integration. This means that to 
realize the objectives of ECCE, the child must first of all develop a language. Language 
is therefore the vehicle that must drive the objectives of early childhood education to the 
children.  Language is a system of communication either in speech (oral) or written. It is 
used by a people of a particular community or tribe. It is a method of communication by 
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humans either spoken or written which consists of words in a structured and 
conventional way. In the first three years of human life, humans understand a lot more 
than they can say. Language development support children’s ability to communicate, 
express and understand feeling (Ndifon, 2018). From birth children are programmed to 
develop speech and language. The first early years are more critical but language 
development continues throughout early childhood and into adolescence. Language in a 
lay term is simply a means of communication. Mashall (2004), defined language 
psychologically as a conventional system of expressing signs functioning 
psychologically in the individual as an instrument of conceptual analysis and synthesis 
and socially as a means of  communication. We all need language to speak with others, 
listen to others, read and write. Language enables us to describe past event in details and 
to plan for the futures.  
 Language is very critical in knowledge acquisition (Woolfolk, 2006). Language 
development in children covers writing, reading and speaking. There are a variety of 
toys that can aid reading. Reading is the act of pronouncing letters, words and sentences 
to make meaning in the readers (Goston, 2008). Reading could be made silently or 
loudly by the readers. Apart from language autographs, toys instructional media in the 
training of pre-school pupils (Denga, 2003).  
 Toys like speaking dolls, baby trolleys, sound balls sound teddy bears aid 
reading in children (Anero, 2012). Children writing parts (boards) do not only aid 
reading but literacy skills (Miller, 2000). According to Wood (2007), reading which one 
of the major language skills is plays a major role in children literacy. It can be acquired 
through cognitive exercise that involves playing with toys (Otene, 2014).  
Play in ECCE is done with toys as play materials (Wood, 2007). Hart (2008) in his study 
of language development has expressed much importance in the use of toys. He asserts 
that children’s language skills are dependent on social context of playing with toys and 
not only by simple role play. To Hart, reading skill among others are developed through 
interactive activities such as playing with toys parents, siblings, and friends. 

Ubong (2016) asserted that toys do not only enhance the development of fine 
and gross motor muscles, but facilitates reading readiness in children. He argued that the 
interaction with toys by children aid them to pronounce words. In the same vein, Anero 
(2012) asserts that children play with toys in turns and through this interaction they learn 
how to read the inscription on the toys. Most sound making toys like the dolls teach 
children how to pronounce letters and simple words (Anero, 2012).  

The Federal government of Nigeria (2007) has not only recommended toys in 
ECCE, but the manufacturing of the toys by the ECCE caregivers. Toys making manual 
is one of the instructional materials recommended by the government of Nigeria in 
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ECCE Mishra (2008) assert that writing is one of the skills in language development, 
and it is done with putting down letters to word and words to form sentences of the 
writing of figures or words that could make meanings. Writing is began by scribbling in 
children. Children scribble at the age of one plus when they have started speaking 
(Agba, 2006). Andrew (2008) assert that children developed hand and eye coordination 
with the aid of toys. Andrew explains that toys like marble, track stones and ball when 
used by children, aids in the development of their find and gross motor skills. Andrew 
concluded that for children to write, their muscles must be well developed and muscle 
development in children can be enhanced with the use of toys. According to Charles 
(2001), educational toys for school children often contain puzzle and the assemblage of 
the toys encourage hand and eye coordination in children.  
Hand and eye coordination are the major ingredients for the development of writing in 
children. Marshall (2004) in his study of toys and literacy of children, concluded that 
toys in children play helps in child’s physical development physical which is a 
determinant of writing skills this is so because the child’s muscles must be all developed 
before writing will take place.  

Puzzles are great educational toys that help children to develop their motor skills 
and kindle their imaginative ability (Andrew, 2004). He presents different types of 
puzzles that can help in the education of children. These include: wooder puzzle that 
contain alphabets, numbers, shapes and animal pictures. These puzzles help to develop 
their eye-hand coordination and their motor skills which are very important in the 
development of writing skills in children. Grace (2014) recommended that micro 
magnetic boards with pencils and cleaners should be used by children who are learning 
how to write. This according to Grace, eases the training of children in writing. The use 
of toys like computer toys, aids the development of toys writing in pre-school pupils 
(Asiya, 2014).  Toys are major play materials in early childhood care education (ECCE) 
playing with toys should be encouraged as it aids the development of writing skills in 
children (Usine, 2014) Ibang (2014), assert that when children scribble on toys, they 
certainly improve on that and make better hand writing in latter life.  

To improve on children’s fine and motor skills, the federal government of 
Nigeria, in her national policy on education (2004) has recommended toys as 
instructional materials in the ECCE play grounds are equally recommended for the 
purpose of motor skills. When children are properly supervised on the use of toys and 
other play materials, the physical development of a child which in turn determines the 
writing development can be enhanced (Charles, 2001).  

Ezoeke (2010) asserts that pupils learn better when they are learning as a group, 
and that group learning enhances the development of language skills in children. He 
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stressed that toys are objects that help the pupils pronounce words correctly, know the 
names of other objects around their teaching environment. Udo (2005) stated that, it is 
difficult for pre-school pupils to develop language skills without interacting with toys or 
playing with their peers. Udo stressed that when toys are available in ECCE class; the 
pupils feel at home and interact freely in the school environment. Udo further states that 
the availability of toys in the school makes the school friendly to the pupils.  
Nnaka (2001) opined that, the acquisition of language skills by pre-scholar must be a 
conscious efforts put in place by a caregiver to bring out the best from the pupils. These 
effects are assisted by teaching aids like toys (Etong, 2007).  

Language is what we cannot do without in the education of children. This is 
mostly the reason why the federal government of Nigeria in her national policy on 
education (NPE, 2004), specified that the language of instruction at the pre-school level 
should be the mother tongue. The government in the same document emphasized that, 
government would develop autographs in most Nigerian languages to meet up with the 
dialectical difference of the children.  
The lack of available textbooks on local languages, inexperienced caregivers, lack of 
caregivers or teachers, government policies on language development have been seen as 
the major factors that have hampered the development of language in our pre-school 
pupils. These attributes undermined the importance of toys in our pre-school especially 
their role on language development in children. This research work therefore is to 
ascertain the influence of toys on the development of language in pre-school pupils in 
Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State of Nigeria.  
 
Purpose of the Study  
 The purpose of this study is to determine the extent to which toys as 
instructional materials influence the development of language in pre-school pupils. 
Specifically the study sought to: 
i. Find out the extent to which toys relates with reading skills in pre-school pupils. 
ii. To ascertain the relationship between toys and writing skills in pre-school pupils 
and  
 
Hypotheses  
The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study: 
i. There is no significant relationship between the use of toys and the development 
of reading skills in ECCE children.  
ii. There is no relationship between the use of toys and the development of writing 
skills in ECCE children.  
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Research Method   
 The research design adopted for this study was a descriptive survey design. The 
study was carried out in Calabar Metropolis. Calabar metropolis is made up of two local 
government areas i.e Calabar Municipality and Calabar South with 45 Early Childhood 
Care Education (ECCE) centres or pre-primary schools. The children population of these 
schools is 3,820 as at September 2017 (CRSUBEB 2017).  
 A sample size of 733 children from 15 ECCE centres was used for the study, the 
sample was drawn using a multi-stage procedure. The instruments for data collection 
were a 15 item questionnaire and an achievement test of 15 items. The instruments were 
validated by three experts from ECCE and test and measurement. Cronbach alpha 
coefficient was used to calculate the reliability index. The reliability coefficient of the 
questionnaire was .84 while that of the achievement test was .89.      
The data collected were analyzed using Pearson Product Moment Correlation coefficient 
(PPMC) at 0.05 level of significance.  
 
Testing of Hypotheses  
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between the use of toys and the 
development of reading skills in ECCE children.  
Pearson Product Moment Correlation Analysis was used for testing of this hypothesis, 
the result of the analysis is presented in table 1 below:  
 
Table 1  
Pearson Product Moment Correlation Analysis of the Use of Toys and the 
Development of Reading Skills in ECCE Children 
Values  ∑x   ∑x2   

∑xy  r-cal  r-crit  Decision  
  ∑y  ∑y2  
Children  
Of toys (x) 2710  11262 
      13128  0.830  0.088
  * 
Dev. of 
Reading  
Skills (y) 3444  16372 
N = 733, Df =731  

 

 The table above shows that at degree of freedom 731 and .05 level of 
significance, the critical r-value is 0.088 while the calculated r-value is 0.830. Since the 
calculated r-value is greater than the critical r-value, the null hypothesis is rejected. 
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Thus, there exists a significant relationship between the use of toys and the development 
of reading skills in ECCE children.  
 
Hypothesis 2: There is no significant relationship between the use of toys and the 
development of writing skills in ECCE children.  
 
Pearson Product Moment Correlation Analysis was used in Testing this 
Hypothesis. The Result of the Analysis is Presented in Table 2 Below:   
Values  ∑x   ∑x2   

∑xy  r-cal  r-crit  Decision  
  ∑y  ∑y2  
Children  
Of toys (x) 2480  9360 
      11996  0.817  0.088
  * 
Dev. of 
Reading  
Skills (y) 3444  16372 
N = 733, Df =731  

 

 The table above shows that at the degree of freedom 731 and .05 level of 
significance, the critical r-value is 0.088 while the calculated r-value is 0.0817. Since the 
calculated r-value is greater than the critical r-value, the null hypothesis is rejected. This 
means that, there exists a significant relationship between the use of toys and the 
development of writing skills in ECCE children.  
 
Discussion  
 The findings in hypothesis one shows that, there exists a significant relationship 
between children use of toys and their development in reading skills. The result is in 
agreement with Ubong (2016) who asserts that toys do not only enhance the 
development of fine and gross motor muscles, but facilitates reading readiness in 
children. Anero (2012), asserts that children play with toys in turns and through this 
interaction, they learn how to read the inscription on the toys. Most sound making toys 
like the dolls teach children how to pronounce letters and simple words. Anderson 
(2004), asserts that puzzle helps to develop the hand and eye coordination and the motor 
skill of children which is very important in reading and writing.  
 The findings in hypothesis two shows that there exists, a significant relationship 
between children’s use of toys and their development in writing skills. This finding 
supports Asiy (2014) who asserts that the use of toys aid the development of writing 

Dr. Bassey E. Okpa and Dr. Ndifon F. Ogobi 
 



8 
 
Academic Scholarship Journal, Volume 15 No 1, November, 2018-ISSN 2141-3428 
 

skills in pre-school pupils. Usine (2014) and Ibang (2014) asserts that when children 
scribble on toys. They certainly improve on that and make better writing in later life. 
Writing involves eye-hand coordination and the development of tine and gross motor 
muscles in children can best be enhanced through the use of toys (Ndifon, 2018).  
 
Conclusion  
 Based on the findings, it is concluded that the use of toys is eminent in 
children’s language development. Toys usage by children significantly relates with the 
development of children’s reading and writing skills. Toy helps to develop Early 
Childhood Care Education (ECCE) children’s language skills.  
 
Recommendations 
 Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:  
1. Early Childhood Care Education (ECCE) centres should be provided with toys. 
2. The caregivers should make toys available and accessible for children. 
3. Those responsible for the supervision of ECCE should ensure that standards are 
met. 
4. The medium of instruction should be through the use of mother tongue and the 
use of play with toys as the instructional materials.   
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